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What is Open 

Access?

Open Access is access 
to literature that is 

digital, online, free 
of charge, and free 

of most copyright 
and licensing issues. 

- Peter Suber



Recent History of Open Access

2001 Creative Commons licenses released to public.

2003 PLoS publishes its first OA journal, PLoS Biology.

2008 Research funded by the NIH must be available to the 
public free through PubMed Central within 12 months of 
publication.

2017 Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act 
(FASTR) bill reintroduced in Congress. Currently being 
sponsored in the Senate by Elizabeth Warren (D-MA).



What can OA Do for You?

● Increased rate of citation
● Boost your profile as a researcher
● Preserve your scholarly record by archiving in a 

subject or institutional repository
● Protect your rights to your  intellectual property
● Obtain article-level metrics about your 

publications.



Open Access: Key Terminology
Levels/Types/Publisher Policies

~ Visit bu.edu/disc/ for more information about Open Access Publishing. ~

Gratis Online access free of charge

Libre Online access free of charge plus various additional 
usage rights (typically a Creative Commons license).

Green (Also Blue, Yellow, White & Gold). Refers to publisher 
self-archiving policies.

Gold Publication in an open access journal



Open Access: Key Terminology
Manuscript Versions

Review definitions online, compare sources, and consider what is relevant to your field. 

Pre-print Your own version of the article as it existed when it was 
submitted for peer review.

Post-print Your own version of the article after revisions following 
peer review. Also called final author draft.

Publisher 
Version

Version of record. Includes journal formatting (headers 
and page numbers).



 

 

Lifecycle of a Scholarly Article



Where to Publish?
Journals Difference between publishing Open Access and an Open 

Access Journal. Many publishers offer an OA option.
Visit bu.edu/DiSc for resources on finding the right journal 
for your work.

Subject 
(Disciplinary)
Repositories

Some are non-profit: arXiv, bioRxiv.
Some are run by government agencies: PubMed Central
Others are commercially owned: SSRN, Researchgate.

Institutional 
Repositories

Seeks to collect and showcase the intellectual output of a 
college, university of research facility. Example: OpenBU



Resources & Support for your Digital Scholarship

bu.edu/DiSc

library.bu.edu/openaccess

Contact Digital 
Scholarship Services for 
individualized help: 
disc@bu.edu



What is OpenBU?



Boston University’s Institutional Repository 

Mission: preserve and disseminate 
scholarship, as well as creative & 
research outputs from BU.

Open to BU-affiliates:
→ faculty, staff, and students

Go to: open.bu.edu

https://open.bu.edu/


What Can I Deposit?



We can handle almost anything

● Theses + Dissertations (automatically deposited from ProQuest)
● Working Papers (Pre-prints)
● Conference Presentations and Posters
● Scholarly Articles (open access*)
● Images, Audio and Video files
● Datasets and other research outputs (+2GB per file)

○ Code

○ Software

○ Methods

○ Raw data

*Some publishers may not let you deposit published versions of articles. (check SHERPA/RoMEO)

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php


Why Deposit?



“1,500 scientists lift the lid on 
reproducibility” (Baker, 2016)

doi:10.1038/533452a



Benefits to Using OpenBU

● Helps Increase Citation and Reuse (+ Reproducibility of Results)
○ Usage metrics
○ Indexed in Google Scholar

● Helps w/ Journal and Funder Data Sharing Mandates
● Permanent Link for Your Research Outputs (no broken links!)

○ Institutionally-backed long term access and preservation

● Flexible: Make everything open or restrict some files 
(you own the rights to distribute, reuse and share your work!)



File-level metrics



How Do I Deposit?



OpenBU Quick Submission Form

Fill out the form here: http://bit.ly/2D2xlBN

● Describe the item (authors, title, date, 
abstract, etc)

● Include all relevant files (code, methods, 
data, etc)

For reuse + attribution (+ reproducibility) : 
Creative Commons License is Recommended

http://bit.ly/2D2xlBN


We will then 
review your 
submission and 
archive it on 
OpenBU.



Thank You!

Questions? 

Visit http://bu.edu/disc for more info.

Contact us at:
Eleni Castro elenic@bu.edu
Ellen Phillips ephillip@bu.edu

http://bu.edu/disc
mailto:elenic@bu.edu
mailto:ephillip@bu.edu

